Balanced Literacy at a Glance:
Developing Readers and Writers

Self-Selected Reading of “Just-Right” Books
To produce independent readers who are excited by reading and see it as a valued, worthwhile activity
Includes the following types of activities:

· Teacher reads to students daily

· Developing independence through student choice and access to a wide variety of materials at various levels
· Opportunities to re-read old favorites

· Book talks/recommendations given by children to the class, a group or a friend

· Teacher conferring with individual students about the books they have read or about their habits and processes as a reader

· Running record assessment
Shared/Guided Reading
Shared Reading-to provide an opportunity for children to participate with the teacher in reading big books, charts, short shared texts, etc

Shared Reading includes the following types of activities:

· Choral reading and chiming in

· Large group instruction about reading strategies and print conventions

· Whole group access to shared text (big book, chart, SmartNotebook file on SmartBoard for all to see, etc.)

Guided Reading-to work with the teacher in a small group setting in order to develop a full range of reading strategies and habits that will allow the student to become an independent reader.
Guided Reading includes the following activities:

· Direct reading instruction in a small group

· Reading material that has been especially selected for the readers in the group

Writing Workshop
To enable students to view writing as a real and purposeful means of communication

Includes the following types of activities:

· Teacher modeling of writing processes and habits of writers

· Time for daily writing and choice of topic
· Shared writing experiences

· Language experience charts

· Teacher and/or peer conferring
Word Study

To develop phonemic awareness and spelling proficiency

Includes the following activities:

· Spelling activities and word games designed to develop an understanding of word patterns and principles

· Word wall-high frequency vocabulary is introduced using a variety of activities and then prominently displayed in the classroom

· “Making Words” activities moving beyond word memorization in order to increase student discussion, analysis, and thought
· Use of charts, rhymes, songs and sound play

· Explicit instruction and practice with spelling strategies in order to increase student awareness and use of important language patterns
